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WINTHROP UNIVERSITY 
LOUISE PETTUS ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 
MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION 
 
ACC NO:  _108_     PROCESSED BY:  Unknown & Andrew Johnston  
ADDITION:  _881_, ____    DATE:  Unknown & August 23, 2007 
NO OF SECTIONS:  3 
 
ROBERT PHILIPS LANE PAPERS 
 
I 
 
The papers of Dr. Robert Philips Lane, former Chairman and Professor of English at Winthrop (1962-
1977), were received as a gift by the Archives from Mrs. Robert Philips Lane (Ellen Lane) on February 28, 1978. 
 
 Linear feet of shelf space occupied:  .75 
 Approximate number of pieces:  ca1500 
 
Restrictions:  Open to researchers under the rules and regulations of the Louise Pettus Archives & 
Special Collections at Winthrop University. 
 
Literary Rights:  For information concerning literary rights please contact the Louise Pettus Archives & 
Special Collections at Winthrop University. 
 
Scope and Content Note:  Dr. Robert Philips Lane (1914-1977) was an English professor and 
department chair at Winthrop College from 1962 to 1977. The Robert Philips Lane Papers consists of 
lecture notes, term papers, examinations, class rolls, seating charts, speech notes and papers relating to 
Dr. Lane’s career as an English professor at Winthrop. Comprising a significant portion of the collection 
are research notes, writings, research papers, and other notes on literary figures and genres while Dr. 
Robert Philip Lane was a student at Thayer Academy, Harvard University, and the University of North 
Carolina. 
 
 Transfer of items:  N/A. 
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II 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
Dr. ROBERT PHILIPS LANE (1914-1977) 
 
July 22, 1914 - Born in Newark, New Jersey 
 
1935  - Received AB in English from Columbia  
University 
 
1936-1938 - Worked for the American Insurance Company 
 
1939-1942 - Instructor at Thayer Academy in Braintree,  
Massachusetts 
 
1941  - Received MAT in English and Education from  
Harvard University 
 
1942-1945 - Served in the US Air Force 
 
1945-1962 - Instructor, Assistant Professor, and Associate Professor of English at the University 
of Massachusetts  
 
1956  - Received PhD in English from the University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill 
 
1958  - Took sabbatical as Fulbright scholar at Cambridge University in England. 
 
1962-1977 - Chairman of and Professor in the Department of English at Winthrop 
 
1964  - Gained tenure 
 
1969  - Earned Winthrop’s Distinguished Professor Award 
 
1975  - Stepped down as Chairman of the Department of English to teach fulltime due to 
declining health  
 
1975-1977 - Served as Professor of English at Winthrop 
 
April 7, 1977 - Died 
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III 
 
CONTAINER LISTS 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Contents        Year(s) 
 
1 1 Speech on Writing in South Carolina and various related   nd 
papers. Notes on dark comedies, Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
 
1 2 Research Notes on Henry IV and Henry V.     1951-1952, 1961- 
Lecture Notes on Old English and linguistics.    1962, nd 
 
1 3 Research and Lecture Notes on Niccolo Machiavelli, Thomas Browne, 1946, 1949, 1962, nd 
and Thomas Moore.  
 
1 4 Research Notes on Early Dramas      1938, 1966, nd 
 
1 5 Lecture Notes on Shakespeare      1950-1951, 1973, nd 
 
1 6 Lecture Notes on Richard II, The Tempest, Winter’s Tale.   1962, 1974, 1976, nd 
 
2 7 Research Notes on Elizabethan Drama.     1961, 1963, 1972, 
Syllabi, Quiz, and teaching notes on course on Shakespeare.  1975-1976, nd 
 
2 8 Teaching Notes on Marlowe.       1939, 1968, nd 
Research Notes on Ben Johnson 
 
2 9 Class Notes         1950, 1961, nd 
 
2 10 Research and teaching notes on Jacobean Drama, Twelfth Night,  1938-1939, 1950, 
King John.         1961, nd 
 
2 11 Various research notes and selections from Sir Thomas Wyatt.  1960, 1968, 1970, nd 
Research notes on Macbeth, Ascham. 
 
2 12 Research notes on Chaucer.       1939, 1950, nd 
 
3 13 Research Notes on Milton and Goethe.     1952, 1960, 1962, nd 
 
3 14 Research notes on Sir Thomas Elyot, Fredic Seebohm, Tillyard,  1960, 1964, 1965 
E. M. W., Humanism, C. S. Lewis, and Jonathan Swift. 
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III 
 
CONTAINER LISTS 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Contents        Year(s) 
 
3 15 Research notes on Sir Philip Sidney, Literary Criticism, and   1951, 1957-1958, 
Francis Bacon.        1962 
 
3 16 Research notes on John Skelton and other early poetry.   1949, 1951 
 
